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THE SECRET TO COURAGE 

...IS LOVE

“I truly believe, we make decisions out of fear or out of love. It’s 
very simple: Love the life you live.”

~Jeremy Holeman
2018 Recipient of the Tom Watson Award for Courage

2018 Year in Review2018 Year in Review

Create a world without ALS
COMPASSION – INTEGRITY – URGENCY

Annual Report

6950 Squibb Rd., Ste 210
Mision, KS 66202
(800) 878-2062
alsa-midamerica.org
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Executive Director
Colleen E. Wachter

The ALS Association Mid-America Chapter has been fighting 
on behalf of people living with ALS and their families since its 
inception in 1978. With over 40 years of experience serving the ALS 
community, and our partnership with the National ALS Association, 
we lead the way in research, care services, public education, and 
public policy by giving help and hope to those facing the disease.

People living with ALS and their families come first in everything 
we do. We proudly support five ALS-specific multidisciplinary 
clinics throughout our three-state service area; and help families 
navigate challenges presented to them at every turn by this 
complex and devastating disease. Our care services staff walks 
with our families every step of the way, and is a shoulder for them 
to lean on. The continuation of these essential services relies on 
the donations of generous supporters, unwavering volunteers and 
dedicated staff.

2018 was a year of record breaking: clients we served, and dollars 
we raised. We look forward to 2019 with a sense of urgency. Now is 
our time to defeat ALS.

IN REVIEW
THE YEAR

Our Mission: To discover treatments and a cure for ALS, and to serve, 
advocate for, and empower people affected by ALS to live their lives to the 

fullest.
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FUND DEVELOPMENT

TRANSFORMATIONAL GIVING: FUNDING WHAT IS NEEDED

THE IDEA THE CHALLENGE

It was a model that had never been 
tried. It would require mul  ple layers of 
partnerships and coopera  on. There would 
be expenses to consider before the fi rst 
pa  ent would ever be seen. It needed local 
champions who would take this dream and 
make it a reality. 

A  er more than a decade of trying to 
organize a tradi  onal ALS-specifi c clinic in 
Wichita, a new idea was conceived. It was 
going to take technology, partnerships and 
funding. Most importnantly, it was going to 
take a community taking a leap of faith.

Two local women, both with a personal 
connec  on to the disease, answered 
the call. Together they brought vendors, 
donors, volunteers and medical 
professionals to the table. Together, these 
champions and The Chapter brought the 
clinic to life.

The ALS Associa  on Affi  liated Treatment 
Center in Wichita recently celebrated its 
second anniversary, and is hos  ng clinics 
HOW OFTEN. Each clinic session has been 
full with people living with ALS throughout 
central Kansas receiving fi rst-  er care.

The story of how an idea and two 
local champions became a nationally 
acclaimed clinic in Wichita.

Using the Wichita clinic project as 
a guide, The Chapter has identified 
several areas of need that currently 
do not fit in the budget. These critical 
needs can be funded through our 
personalized transformational giving 
program: Matching donors to unmet 
needs to provide urgently needed 
programs and services.

erica org
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AVERAGE GRANT 
REQUEST AMOUNT

$400

TOTAL NUMBER OF 
GRANTS SUBMITTED

179

TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
DOLLARS AWARDED

$71,940

Quality of Life Grants
HELP & HOPE

REQUESTS FOR 
GENERAL  ASSISTANCE

REQUESTS FOR 
RESPITE OR IN

HOME CARE

REQUESTS FOR 
TRANSPORTATION 

ASSITANCE

REQUESTS 
FOR HOME 

MODIFICATIONS

33  25  26 42

“We are tremendously grateful for this grant. It allowed us to purchase a used hospital bed 

that will definitely help with better rest and easier transition. My Dad’s face lit up when I told 

him we could finally purchase this bed for him.”

- Angelica Contreras

For families living with ALS, the emotional, physical and financial challenges can be 
overwhelming.  As the disease progresses and the person with ALS loses more and 
more of their abilities and independence, family members often have increased 
responsibility of day to day caregiving tasks. 

The ALS Association Mid-America Chapter’s care services department has a Quality of 
Life Grant program to assist ALS families with the challenges they face every day. 

GRANT IMPACTS BY THE NUMBERS
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What started in the kitchen of Keith and Sue Worthington in 
1978 has now grown to a three-state Chapter with offices in 
Kansas City, Omaha, Springfield, MO and Wichita. The Chapter 
supports five ALS-specific multi-disciplinary care clinics, hosts 
10 Walks to Defeat ALS and provides help and hope to hundreds 
of families every year. The Mid-America Chapter is a guiding light 
for families battling ALS throughout America’s heartland.

Fighting ALS
40 YEARS
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... SO FAR
OUR STORY

ABOUT US

As The Mid-America Chapter prepars to enter our fi fth decade of work, we 
pause to examine the acceleration we are seeing every day. More people 
seeking services, a greater use of technology to deliver those services and the 
need to provide more funding to keep pace.

Loaned out 
300 pieces of 

durable medical 

690 Our Chapter served 
690 people with 

ALS in 2018

Cared for 354 patients in 
our multidisciplinary and 

care centers

178 Provided 178 people with 
Quality of Life Grants 

4,240 Engaged in 4,240 
consultations with patients, 
their caregivers and families

9 www.alsa-midamerica.org

The number of clients accessing
programs through The Chapter 
has increased by 12% since 2017.
A combination of public

awareness raised through the

ALS Ice Bucket Challenge, earlier 
diagnosis of the disease, and 
additional ALS-specific clinics 
being funded by The Chapter
have brought more families to our 

PROGRAM 
NUMBERS

WHAT WE DO



578
535

578
623 618 640

700

2102 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Client Growth
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Providing ALS-
specific information 

via website and 
social media for ease 

of access.

Telephone and 
webinar technology 
to connect rural and 
home bound clients 

with one-another.

Utilizing self-
evaluation tools 

and technology to 
provide seamless 

care between clinic 

An award-
winning model 
that combines 
local clinicians 
with a remote  

ONLINE 

CONTENT

VIRTUAL 

SUPPORT 

ALS PORTALTELE-CLINIC

As the number of families accessing 
services grows, we must utilize all tools 
available to provide access to programs 
and services.

Technology
NEW FRONTIERS

Anonymous 
Gilbert & Joanna Adams
Jane Benne   
Blue KC 
BKD 
CoxHealth 
Miles Golson 
Jo Kretsinger 
Lockton Companies 
Robert W. & Mary Jo Loyd  
Mann Family Founda  on  
Murphy-Hoff man Company 
Mike & Theresa Murphy 
Tim & Elin Murphy 
Frances Narramore 

Davis Bethune & Jones LLC
Kenneth Hoff man

Anonymous 
Anonymous 
La  ner Family Founda  on
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$100,000 AND ABOVE$25,000 AND ABOVE$10,000 AND ABOVE

Until all people living with ALS have access to high-quality care, effective 
treatments, and, eventually a cure, we must continue to pursue more 
research, more funding, and a better quality of life for people living with 
this horrible disease. The Mid-America Chapter is committed to financial 
transparency and will work tirelessly to ensure that your donation will be 

THE TRUST YOU PUT IN US

THANK YOU
TO OUR SUPPORTERS:

OUR DONORS
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Nancy Creasy
Jay Daugherty
Taylor Dunn
Jeff  Ellis
Robert Hunter
Jamie Drendel
Jim Miller
Bill Perry
Chris Rahimian
Angie Read
Brooke Runnion
Ross Simpson
Steven St. John
Greg Steinberg
Pete Story
Chris Tonniges

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD

Keith Gary
President

Suzie Apel
Vice President

Jason Leiker
Secretary

David Watkins
Treasurer

OFFICERS OF THE BOARD

“Volunteers do 

not necessarily 

have the time; 

they just have 

the heart.”

~Elizabeth 

Andrew

The heart of the organization
OUR LEADERSHIP

“Some patients don’t 
have a family that 
supports them, and 
can do for them what 
my family does for 
me. That’s where the 
funding comes in.”
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The following unaudited summary reflects Chapter-wide 
financial activity for the year that ended January 31, 2018. 

FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY

OUR FINANCES

36%

9%
12%

43%

Chapter Revenue SourcesChapter Revenue Sources

Individual Gifts

Grants

Special Events

Walk to Defeat ALS

www alsa midamerica org

79%

8%

13%

Chapter ExpensesChapter Expenses

Programs

Administration

Fundraising


